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EM.All BDDr, 90 odd 79ara, we.a 
the alaTe of llenry- Bend.7, of 
WoodTille, '!•:u, baa to ■eke 
an effort to rea•ber and 1■ 
forced to aeek aid f'raD hie 
wife, Millen-a. a.t certain point a 
in hie 1to17. Edpr baa lind 
in Wood.Tille all hia lite. 

•t•s a. good size• bo1 when de war gwine on and I seed de aold1•ra 

came right her• in loodTUle. A big 'bwleh of dem ccae through and de;, 

haTe cannons with d•. My ■a.rater he didn't go to war, •cause he too old, 

"1 1 • born right here and done l 1 •• hereabw. t • en 17 • ince. Oli 

aan llenJ7 ~q. he a:r aarater 81\d he 1'\Ul de ■tore here in 1'oodT1ll• and 

have de fa.1'11, too. I didn't 4o noth1.D' 1cept aus• bablea. I Jes• jwap 

d• up end don and de old aarster hire ae 01,1t to nus• other white folks 

chillen, b1! sn4 little. 

•iq dad~ naae• JNS Crea and 97 ■81111117 was Winnie. Both ot 

d•• worked on de fara and I never aeed dam 1111ch. I didn't haT8 no house 

ot ST om, •cause de marater, h8 gin ae de room in be house. Be be.ft 

lot• ot •lawa and 'bout 100 sere■ 1n cult'Tatian. Be gaTe d• plentJ" 

to eat and good hcaeapu.n clothe• to wear. Be wu aight7 good. 

•11ar1ter haTe de pla.Dk house and all de thin&• in it waa ho.me­

ulm. De co0k waa a old aallud woman end I eat at d• kitchen table an4 

haTe de same what de whi'te folkll eats. tJa baa lot■ ot ■eat, deer ■eat 

and poama and coon and aich. and us set a trap• for bird.a. 



Ex-alaYe Stori•s 
(!exaa) 

Page ho 

11Dey aia•t nothin' bet,er dat go in de wood clan de big, fat 

poana. :0.,. git fat on bltiCk ha•• and acorn, and chinquapiD and 1ich. 

Ch1nquap111 1a good. for pe~l• to eat and to roaat. I used to be 

pluab giTe up to be de be1t mnter in !;rler and in de whole countl"T• 

I kilt aore deer clan 8ZfT other man in de count7 snd I been pide for 

all de ltlg aen what cm•• here to Jmnt. My rife , Min.el'Ta, ahe uaed to 

co antin' with me. 

"I Jeep• op. lantill' and lalntin' till de Jack•&-117-laDteme git 

after ae. Data lip\ TCN•••• all 1rowid 7a..i. De;r follow all 'lone 

and deJ' atop TOil atill. Den one time it git all oTer ••• Com• like 

de wind, blow, blow, and caae Jes• like fire all on -, ~ and .., 

clothe, and thing■• lhen dat git after me I quit huntin1 at nighttiae 

and aia1t been Jmnt1111 since. 

•One time I tiah1a1 on de creek and I ain't got no gun, and 

I look vp and clere a big, wild cat. Be neYer pq me no aind, no ■ore 

dan nothin', but dat ata•t llake no 41ff1rence to ••• I Je• • new 1D 

dat creekJ 

1tl used to belong to de lodge but when I git so old I couldn't 

pq ..,. Jen, I git unfinallcial and I a1D 1t l!'.I. aeaber no aore • 

••••••••• 



B:t-SL.A.Tll s.roms 
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MIDRVA BENDY, 83• wa.1 born a 
aloe to I.A.seJ"ll■ Gool■b7, Henry 
Co. ilaba1u1,. who brouct,.t her 
to !exaa when she waa f1Ye. They 
settled near WoodYille, where 
■ine"a st ill liveall 

Page One 

"MT earlies• •aenbraace waa de big, white san~ road what 

lead 1•81' f'roa de house. It was clean ,md white and as chill•n lo.e 

to walk in de aott, bot aand. Dat in Benty Count7, il!l.baaa, where 

11• bol"ll and a:, old marster was Lase.ma Gool•'bJ' and he haYe de big 

plantation with lots of nigger folks. I •.-ber Jue• aa good as 

yea terda7 wigg].in. 1 -, t oe1 in dat aandy' road and runnin 1 1 w,q to de 

grits mill where dq grind de meal. Dat ha.Te debl.g water wheel dat 

1ing and aqueak ao U go •round. 

heat of de clq under de big, apreadin I oak tree in de :,ard. lf1' 

■Ma have 17 cbillsn. Ber name Dollie ,md ,q ~dd7 name Berd. 

11 11 Jue• s. little chile in dem dqa and I ~tay in de 

house with de white folks. De7 raise me a pet in de f'al'lily-. Kisaua 

Goolaby, ■be haTe two gale snd day give ae to de oldeat. Ian ■he die 

. ... 

de:, put me in de bed with her but 1:ffen I kllowed ahe <!yin' dey wouldn't 

been able to coicb me. She rub rq head and tell her pape, and llal\a, '1 •, 

gwine ••q ba.t I want■ y-ou praaiae 7ou ain't never whip my little nigger.' 

•I•a jua• 1bout five year old when ua l!l!lke de trip to !exa.a. 

U1 cOEe r1pt near loodville and llake de plantati~. It a big place 

and d97 raise com and cott cm sncl cane. We aakea our own 111ger and baa 



!%ia■lan Stone, 
(!esas) 

•~ aa ■ix ll:.1Bttle on de furnace at one till•• ne,- rai•• dey tobacco, too. 

I'• 1ick and a old aan ll8 •87 be uke •• tobacco aed1c1Ae anci 497 U7 a. 

leaf• and aake d.em aweet like near and feed•• like canq .. 

"l '••"ber old aarater aq war 'broke Ollt and Capt. Collier•• HD 

wu a-drillh' ript clere 11011'11 ot 1'oo4Yllle. ill de wive■ and ehillen 

watch d• drill. Der wu lot• ot d•, mt I oouldn 1t count. De lilole 

ahebanc tJ'CIII de town co watch dea. 

"J'ow- of de Gool■bT boys goe■ to clat w,1 and de:, eell Jmm eA4 

Ziby and Zabu.d. aDd .!.'idi■oa. Zaln14., he git woanded9 no he git lcilt, and 

Addiaoa he &it wOlnded. I wor17 den, •ea11se I alll't ••• no naaon ff% 

d• to haff to die. 

• After u1 tree 48,- tun us loose in de wooda and dat de bad tille • 

'cm•• ao1t us d14n •t mow wblre to turn. I wam •t raiae to do nothia' 

Sud I didn't know how. De:, didn't nen &iv• us a hoecake or a alica ot 

n1•1 a Jue bride 59 :,ear aco when I git aarried. De old white 

Bapti1t preacher na11• !laekllheer p1,1t M and dat niger OTer den, ldgar 

Benq, toeedder and ua lteen togeclder ner a1nce* Ue never have chicJc or 

ch1le. I•• auch a good auea I P••• I.le I.awl d1dn 1 \ want • to ha.fl 

none of 'Ill' own, ao•a I could. nuaa all de other• and I •apect I'• au■ed 

ao■t de white chill•n and cullud, too, here in Wood'Yill•• 

•••• 
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